DIGITAL NUTRIENTS | ENGLISH LEARNING SERIES

ADVANCED ENGLISH

C1-C2 Punctuation & Style

Handbook

Advanced sentence architecture, information flow, quotation, emphasis, and
editing

C1

Flexible, precise, well-structured language for Fine-grained control of nuance, register,
demanding social, academic, and professional implication, style, and reformulation with very little
situations. strain.

Your target
Use punctuation as a tool for clarity, rhythm, hierarchy, and rhetorical control - not merely as a list of mechanical
rules.

Inside this guide

15 advanced units, C1 targets, C2 extensions, model examples, production challenges, a 30-day practice path, editing
checklist, and final assessment.

Important accuracy note

CEFR levels describe communicative ability. They do not publish one mandatory list of punctuation rules,
vocabulary items, grammar points, or idioms for C1 and C2. This guide is a practical, CEFR-aligned progression
designed for advanced learners.

American English conventions are used as the default. Recognized international and British variants are noted where they materially
affect meaning or style.
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How to Use This Handbook

Advanced progress is less about collecting more rules and more about making better choices under pressure. Work actively:
notice the option, explain the effect, produce your own version, then revise it.

Step What to do

1. Notice Read examples and identify the punctuation choice.

2. Interpret Explain what changes in meaning, rhythm, or hierarchy.

3. Edit Repair an authentic sentence or paragraph.

4. Produce Use the feature in your own writing.

5. Read aloud Hear how punctuation and information structure interact.

C1 evidence C2 evidence

You can choose an effective form for a demanding task, You can deliberately manipulate nuance, rhythm, register,
sustain control across a longer response, and repair emphasis, and implication, and can reformulate almost
awkward wording without losing the thread. immediately when the first wording is not exact.

Recommended rhythm

« Study one unit every two days.

 Day A: notice, analyze, and imitate.

» Day B: retrieve, produce, and edit without looking.
* Recycle older units after 3, 7, and 14 days.

The advanced learner's trap

Knowing that an expression is grammatically possible is not enough. At C1-C2, the questions become: Is it natural here?
Is it the right register? Does it imply what | intend? Is there a more precise or more economical way to say it?
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C1-C2 Punctuation & Style Handbook - Skill Map

The sequence moves from reliable advanced control to deliberate stylistic control. A learner may meet any feature earlier; the
distinction here is the depth, flexibility, and consistency of use.

# Unit

1 Sentence architecture: period,
comma, semicolon

2 Parenthetical commas and
nonessential information

3 Restrictive vs. nonrestrictive
relative clauses

4 Colons: explanation,
specification, and emphasis

5 Semicolons in complex lists

6 Dashes, parentheses, and
interruption strength

7 Hyphens and compound
modifiers

8 Apostrophes in complex
possession

9 Quotation marks and

integrated quotations

10 Ellipses, brackets, and
editorial intervention

11 Lists, bullets, and parallel
punctuation

12 Punctuation and information
flow

13 Punctuation for stance and
emphasis

14 Editing punctuation across
registers

15 Advanced editing:
consistency, style guides, and
exceptions

digitalnutrients.com | English Learning Series

C1 focus

Control long sentences without run-ons or
accidental comma splices.

Punctuate nonessential clauses, phrases, and
appositives reliably.

Distinguish identifying information from extra
information.

Use colons after complete clauses to introduce
what explains or specifies them.

Use semicolons to separate list items that
already contain commas.

Choose punctuation that matches the importance
of an aside.

Hyphenate compound modifiers where clarity
requires it.

Control singular, plural, joint, and separate
possession.

Integrate quotations grammatically and
punctuate them consistently.

Use editorial marks transparently when
shortening or clarifying quoted material.

Keep list items grammatically parallel and
punctuate them consistently.

Use punctuation to guide old-to-new information
and clause relationships.

Use sentence boundaries and marks to support
measured emphasis.

Adjust punctuation for email, report, essay,
messaging, and presentation notes.

Edit punctuation consistently within a document.

C2 extension

Choose boundaries to control pace, emphasis,
and rhetorical weight.

Use parenthesis to manage voice, interruption,
and information hierarchy.

Use punctuation to encode subtle differences in
reference and implication.

Use the colon as a rhetorical hinge that creates
controlled anticipation.

Use list punctuation to make dense information
easy to scan.

Manipulate interruption and emphasis without
losing readability.

Handle ambiguous or lexicalized compounds
with reference-aware judgment.

Use restructuring when stacked possessives
become hard to parse.

Blend quotation, paraphrase, and commentary
without creating a stitched-together voice.

Avoid manipulations that alter the speaker's
intended meaning.

Choose list structure according to information
hierarchy and reading speed.

Control reader processing by staging
background, contrast, consequence, and
emphasis.

Create controlled rhetorical effects without
sounding theatrical or vague.

Shift conventions deliberately while preserving
meaning and credibility.

Recognize when legitimate styles differ and
apply a chosen convention systematically.
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PUNCTUATION | UNIT 01

Sentence architecture: period, comma, semicolon

NOTICE ANALYZE PRODUCE REVISE

C1 TARGET
Control long sentences without run-ons or accidental Choose boundaries to control pace, emphasis, and
comma splices. rhetorical weight.

Core idea

At advanced levels, punctuation is part of information design. A semicolon is not a decorative comma; it signals a close
relation between independent clauses.

Notice the effect
The proposal is ambitious, but the timetable is realistic.
The proposal is ambitious; the timetable, however, is realistic.

The proposal is ambitious. The timetable is realistic.

Practice

1. Explain the difference in rhythm among the three examples.
2. Repair one comma splice from your own writing in two different ways.
3. Write a three-sentence paragraph that deliberately varies sentence length.

Production challenge
Draft 120 words on a difficult decision and use all three boundary choices purposefully.

Watch for this
Do not lengthen a sentence merely to look advanced. Complexity without control reduces clarity.

Self-check: Can | explain why my final version is better, not merely say that it sounds better?
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PUNCTUATION | UNIT 02

Parenthetical commas and nonessential information

NOTICE ANALYZE PRODUCE REVISE

C1 TARGET
Punctuate nonessential clauses, phrases, and appositives Use parenthesis to manage voice, interruption, and
reliably. information hierarchy.

Core idea

Parenthetical punctuation tells the reader what can be removed without changing the grammatical core.
Notice the effect

Mina, who joined the team last month, now leads the pilot.
The pilot - unlike the earlier trial - includes remote users.

The pilot (unlike the earlier trial) includes remote users.

Practice

1. Remove the parenthetical element and confirm that the core sentence survives.
2. Compare commas, dashes, and parentheses for strength of interruption.
3. Add a concise appositive to introduce an unfamiliar person or term.

Production challenge
Write a professional paragraph with two parenthetical elements that do not overload the sentence.

Watch for this
Do not place commas around information that is essential to identifying the noun.

Self-check: Can | explain why my final version is better, not merely say that it sounds better?
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PUNCTUATION | UNIT 03

Restrictive vs. nonrestrictive relative clauses

NOTICE ANALYZE PRODUCE REVISE

C1 TARGET
Distinguish identifying information from extra information. Use punctuation to encode subtle differences in reference
and implication.
Core idea

The comma can change which members of a group a sentence refers to.

Notice the effect
The employees who completed the course received certificates.
The employees, who completed the course, received certificates.

My brother, who lives in Toronto, is visiting.

Practice

1. Explain the meaning difference between the first two examples.
2. Create one sentence in which removing the commas changes the referent.
3. Edit three relative clauses from an old text.

Production challenge
Write a short policy note containing one restrictive and one nonrestrictive clause.

Watch for this
Meaning comes first. Do not choose commas by pause alone.

Self-check: Can | explain why my final version is better, not merely say that it sounds better?
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PUNCTUATION | UNIT 04

Colons: explanation, specification, and emphasis

C1 TARGET
Use colons after complete clauses to introduce what Use the colon as a rhetorical hinge that creates controlled
explains or specifies them. anticipation.
Core idea

A colon says: what follows will unpack or specify what came before.
Notice the effect
She had one concern: the deadline.

The evidence points to a single conclusion: the process needs redesign.

Bring the following items: identification, a charger, and a notebook.

Practice

1. Check whether the words before each colon could stand as a sentence.
2. Rewrite a weak 'because' sentence using a colon.
3. Write a one-sentence argument with a colon before the key point.

Production challenge
Create a 100-word introduction that uses one colon for genuine emphasis.

Watch for this

Avoid a colon directly after a verb or preposition when the sentence flows normally without it.

Self-check: Can | explain why my final version is better, not merely say that it sounds better?
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PUNCTUATION | UNIT 05

Semicolons in complex lists

NOTICE ANALYZE PRODUCE REVISE

C1 TARGET
Use semicolons to separate list items that already contain Use list punctuation to make dense information easy to
commas. scan.

Core idea

Semicolons can prevent ambiguity when list items are internally complex.

Notice the effect
The panel included Sara Malik, legal counsel; David Chen, finance director; and Rosa Diaz, operations lead.

We reviewed cost, which rose; quality, which improved; and timing, which remained stable.

Practice

1. Turn a comma-heavy list into a semicolon list.
2. Read the sentence aloud and identify the major list boundaries.
3. Create a list of three complex items related to your work or study.

Production challenge
Write a concise meeting summary with one complex list.

Watch for this
Do not use semicolons for simple one-word list items unless a house style specifically requires it.

Self-check: Can | explain why my final version is better, not merely say that it sounds better?
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PUNCTUATION | UNIT 06

Dashes, parentheses, and interruption strength

NOTICE ANALYZE PRODUCE REVISE

C1 TARGET
Choose punctuation that matches the importance of an Manipulate interruption and emphasis without losing
aside. readability.

Core idea

Commas integrate an aside, parentheses background it, and dashes often foreground it.
Notice the effect

The result, surprisingly, was accepted.
The result (surprisingly) was accepted.

The result - surprisingly - was accepted.

Practice

1. Rank the three examples by interruption strength.
2. Rewrite one sentence three ways using commas, parentheses, and dashes.
3. Choose the best version for a formal report and justify it.

Production challenge
Write six sentences: two with commas, two with parentheses, and two with dashes; explain the choice.

Watch for this
Too many dashes make prose feel breathless and can weaken hierarchy.

Self-check: Can | explain why my final version is better, not merely say that it sounds better?
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PUNCTUATION | UNIT 07

Hyphens and compound modifiers

NOTICE ANALYZE PRODUCE REVISE

C1 TARGET
Hyphenate compound modifiers where clarity requires it. Handle ambiguous or lexicalized compounds with
reference-aware judgment.
Core idea

Hyphens can show which words work together before a noun: a high-risk procedure vs. the procedure is high risk.
Notice the effect

a well-designed study
a two-year agreement

a highly effective method

Practice

1. Explain why 'highly effective’ normally has no hyphen.
2. Repair five compound modifiers from a draft or news headline.
3. Create one deliberately ambiguous phrase, then disambiguate it with punctuation or wording.

Production challenge
Write a product or research description containing at least five compound modifiers.

Watch for this
Hyphen practice varies across style guides and dictionaries. Check established compounds instead of inventing a
universal rule.

Self-check: Can | explain why my final version is better, not merely say that it sounds better?
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PUNCTUATION | UNIT 08

Apostrophes in complex possession

NOTICE ANALYZE PRODUCE REVISE

C1 TARGET
Control singular, plural, joint, and separate possession. Use restructuring when stacked possessives become hard
to parse.
Core idea

Advanced punctuation sometimes means choosing a clearer grammatical construction rather than forcing an apostrophe
pattern.

Notice the effect
the company's policy
the two companies' policies
Maya and Leo's project

Maya's and Leo's separate projects

Practice

1. Explain joint vs. separate possession.
2. Rewrite an awkward chain such as 'the committee's chair's decision'.
3. Edit three possessive phrases from professional writing.

Production challenge
Write a paragraph containing singular, plural, and joint possession with no ambiguity.

Watch for this
Do not confuse plural -s with possessive 's, and do not keep adding apostrophes to an unreadable noun stack.

Self-check: Can | explain why my final version is better, not merely say that it sounds better?
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PUNCTUATION | UNIT 09

Quotation marks and integrated quotations

NOTICE ANALYZE PRODUCE REVISE

C1 TARGET
Integrate quotations grammatically and punctuate them Blend quotation, paraphrase, and commentary without
consistently. creating a stitched-together voice.

Core idea

Quoted material should fit the grammar of your sentence and the conventions of the style you are using.

Notice the effect
The report describes the change as 'a significant improvement.'
As the report notes, the change was 'significant but uneven.’

The author argues that the result was significant, not conclusive.

Practice

1. Convert one direct quote into a paraphrase.
2. Embed a short quote into your own sentence without a grammar break.
3. Compare American and British placement conventions for punctuation when relevant to your context.

Production challenge
Write 150 words using one short quotation, one paraphrase, and your own analysis.

Watch for this
Do not let quotation marks substitute for evidence or analysis; explain why the quoted words matter.

Self-check: Can | explain why my final version is better, not merely say that it sounds better?
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PUNCTUATION | UNIT 10

Ellipses, brackets, and editorial intervention

NOTICE ANALYZE PRODUCE REVISE

C1 TARGET
Use editorial marks transparently when shortening or Avoid manipulations that alter the speaker's intended
clarifying quoted material. meaning.

Core idea

Editorial punctuation carries an ethical responsibility: readers should be able to distinguish original wording from your
intervention.

Notice the effect

‘The results ... require further analysis.'

‘They [the participants] returned the forms.'

Practice

1. Shorten a long quotation without changing its logic.
2. Add a bracketed clarification only where the referent would otherwise be unclear.
3. Explain when paraphrase would be cleaner than ellipsis.

Production challenge
Edit a 70-word quotation down to 25-30 words while preserving the original claim.

Watch for this
Never use an ellipsis to hide a qualification that materially changes the claim.

Self-check: Can | explain why my final version is better, not merely say that it sounds better?
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PUNCTUATION | UNIT 11

Lists, bullets, and parallel punctuation

NOTICE ANALYZE PRODUCE REVISE

C1 TARGET
Keep list items grammatically parallel and punctuate them Choose list structure according to information hierarchy
consistently. and reading speed.

Core idea

The strongest list is not the one with the most bullets; it is the one in which each item performs the same grammatical job.

Notice the effect
The role requires analyzing data, presenting findings, and coordinating stakeholders.

Our priorities are: reduce delay; improve access; and document decisions.

Practice

1. Repair a list whose items mix nouns, clauses, and commands.
2. Choose sentence-style or fragment-style bullets and keep the choice consistent.
3. Turn a dense paragraph into a readable list, then decide whether the list is actually better.

Production challenge
Create a one-page action plan with parallel bullets and consistent end punctuation.

Watch for this
Do not use bullets to hide a lack of logical grouping.

Self-check: Can | explain why my final version is better, not merely say that it sounds better?
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PUNCTUATION | UNIT 12

Punctuation and information flow

NOTICE ANALYZE PRODUCE REVISE

C1 TARGET
Use punctuation to guide old-to-new information and Control reader processing by staging background,
clause relationships. contrast, consequence, and emphasis.

Core idea

Punctuation can make complex reasoning easier to process when it aligns with the structure of the argument.
Notice the effect

Because the first trial failed, the team revised the protocol.
The first trial failed; consequently, the team revised the protocol.

The first trial failed. Consequently, the team revised the protocol.

Practice

1. Compare how strongly each example separates cause from consequence.
2. Repunctuate one dense paragraph to improve information flow.
3. Read the revised paragraph aloud and listen for processing breaks.

Production challenge
Edit a 180-word argument for information flow without changing its ideas.

Watch for this
A punctuation change cannot repair unclear logic; restructure the sentence if the relationship itself is vague.

Self-check: Can | explain why my final version is better, not merely say that it sounds better?
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PUNCTUATION | UNIT 13

Punctuation for stance and emphasis

NOTICE ANALYZE PRODUCE REVISE

C1 TARGET
Use sentence boundaries and marks to support measured Create controlled rhetorical effects without sounding
emphasis. theatrical or vague.

Core idea

At advanced levels, emphasis should usually come from structure, not from repeated exclamation marks, quotation marks, or
ALL CAPS.

Notice the effect

The problem is not cost. It is timing.
The problem is not cost - it is timing.

The problem is not cost; it is timing.

Practice

1. Describe the rhetorical effect of each version.
2. Rewrite a dramatic sentence into calm professional emphasis.
3. Use punctuation to foreground a correction or contrast.

Production challenge
Write a short persuasive paragraph with two moments of controlled emphasis and no exclamation marks.

Watch for this
Do not confuse visual intensity with persuasive force.

Self-check: Can | explain why my final version is better, not merely say that it sounds better?
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PUNCTUATION | UNIT 14

Editing punctuation across registers

NOTICE ANALYZE PRODUCE REVISE

C1 TARGET
Adjust punctuation for emalil, report, essay, messaging, Shift conventions deliberately while preserving meaning
and presentation notes. and credibility.

Core idea

The same writer may use different punctuation density in a legal memo, a speech script, and a chat message.
Notice the effect

Email: Thank you for the update. | have one question: when will the revised file be available?
Presentation note: One problem - three possible fixes.

Report: The delay was material, however, it did not affect the final sample.

Practice

1. Rewrite one message for three registers.
2. Identify which punctuation choices changed and which remained stable.
3. Create a personal style checklist for your most common professional genre.

Production challenge
Transform a 120-word informal message into a polished professional version, then into speaking notes.

Watch for this
Formal does not mean overloaded. Too many semicolons, parentheses, and long sentences can make prose less
professional.

Self-check: Can | explain why my final version is better, not merely say that it sounds better?
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PUNCTUATION | UNIT 15

Advanced editing: consistency, style guides, and exceptions

NOTICE ANALYZE PRODUCE REVISE

C1 TARGET
Edit punctuation consistently within a document. Recognize when legitimate styles differ and apply a
chosen convention systematically.
Core idea

Some punctuation questions do not have one universal answer. Advanced control includes recognizing variation and checking
the required style.

Notice the effect

serial comma choices
quotation punctuation conventions

title capitalization and hyphenation conventions

Practice

1. Choose one style convention and apply it consistently to a sample paragraph.
2. Create a list of three issues you should check in a dictionary or style guide rather than guess.
3. Perform a punctuation-only edit before a grammar edit.

Production challenge
Take a 300-word text and run three editing passes: boundaries, internal punctuation, consistency.

Watch for this
Do not label a different recognized style as 'wrong' when it is simply a different convention.

Self-check: Can | explain why my final version is better, not merely say that it sounds better?
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30-Day Practice Plan - Days 1-15

Each unit receives two days: first for controlled noticing, then for independent production. Keep a correction log; advanced
progress comes from repeated repair of your own recurring patterns.

Day Focus Mode Output

1 Sentence architecture: period, comma, Notice + imitate Analyze 3 examples and create 2 controlled imitations.
semicolon

2 Sentence architecture: period, comma, Retrieve + produce Produce a 60-90 sec response or 150-word text; revise
semicolon once.

3 Parenthetical commas and Notice + imitate Analyze 3 examples and create 2 controlled imitations.
nonessential information

4 Parenthetical commas and Retrieve + produce Produce a 60-90 sec response or 150-word text; revise
nonessential information once.

B Restrictive vs. nonrestrictive relative Notice + imitate Analyze 3 examples and create 2 controlled imitations.
clauses

6 Restrictive vs. nonrestrictive relative Retrieve + produce Produce a 60-90 sec response or 150-word text; revise
clauses once.

7 Colons: explanation, specification, and  Notice + imitate Analyze 3 examples and create 2 controlled imitations.
emphasis

8 Colons: explanation, specification, and = Retrieve + produce Produce a 60-90 sec response or 150-word text; revise
emphasis once.

9 Semicolons in complex lists Notice + imitate Analyze 3 examples and create 2 controlled imitations.

10 Semicolons in complex lists Retrieve + produce Produce a 60-90 sec response or 150-word text; revise

once.

11 Dashes, parentheses, and interruption ~ Notice + imitate Analyze 3 examples and create 2 controlled imitations.
strength

12 Dashes, parentheses, and interruption ~ Retrieve + produce Produce a 60-90 sec response or 150-word text; revise
strength once.

13 Hyphens and compound modifiers Notice + imitate Analyze 3 examples and create 2 controlled imitations.

14 Hyphens and compound modifiers Retrieve + produce Produce a 60-90 sec response or 150-word text; revise

once.
15 Apostrophes in complex possession Notice + imitate Analyze 3 examples and create 2 controlled imitations.

Retrieval rule
Before opening the guide, write or say what you remember from the previous unit. Retrieval before review is a stronger
test than rereading.
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30-Day Practice Plan - Days 16-30

Each unit receives two days: first for controlled noticing, then for independent production. Keep a correction log; advanced

progress comes from repeated repair of your own recurring patterns.

Day

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

Focus

Apostrophes in complex possession

Quotation marks and integrated
quotations

Quotation marks and integrated
guotations

Ellipses, brackets, and editorial
intervention

Ellipses, brackets, and editorial
intervention

Lists, bullets, and parallel punctuation

Lists, bullets, and parallel punctuation

Punctuation and information flow

Punctuation and information flow

Punctuation for stance and emphasis

Punctuation for stance and emphasis

Editing punctuation across registers

Editing punctuation across registers

Advanced editing: consistency, style
guides, and exceptions

Advanced editing: consistency, style
guides, and exceptions

Retrieval rule
Before opening the guide, write or say what you remember from the previous unit. Retrieval before review is a stronger
test than rereading.
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Mode

Retrieve + produce

Notice + imitate

Retrieve + produce

Notice + imitate

Retrieve + produce

Notice + imitate

Retrieve + produce

Notice + imitate

Retrieve + produce

Notice + imitate

Retrieve + produce

Notice + imitate

Retrieve + produce

Notice + imitate

Retrieve + produce

Output

Produce a 60-90 sec response or 150-word text; revise
once.

Analyze 3 examples and create 2 controlled imitations.

Produce a 60-90 sec response or 150-word text; revise
once.

Analyze 3 examples and create 2 controlled imitations.

Produce a 60-90 sec response or 150-word text; revise
once.

Analyze 3 examples and create 2 controlled imitations.

Produce a 60-90 sec response or 150-word text; revise
once.

Analyze 3 examples and create 2 controlled imitations.

Produce a 60-90 sec response or 150-word text; revise
once.

Analyze 3 examples and create 2 controlled imitations.

Produce a 60-90 sec response or 150-word text; revise
once.

Analyze 3 examples and create 2 controlled imitations.

Produce a 60-90 sec response or 150-word text; revise
once.

Analyze 3 examples and create 2 controlled imitations.

Produce a 60-90 sec response or 150-word text; revise
once.
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Advanced Quick Reference

Use this page as a fast review before writing, speaking, or editing.

Feature Advanced question to ask

Sentence boundary Would a period, semicolon, or conjunction make the relationship clearest?
Parenthesis Is the information essential, integrated, backgrounded, or strongly interruptive?
Colon Does the first clause genuinely set up an explanation, specification, or list?
Hyphen Could the reader misgroup the modifier without it?

Quotation Is the exact wording necessary, integrated grammatically, and represented fairly?
List Are all items parallel in grammar and punctuation?

Register Does this punctuation density fit the genre and audience?

Consistency Am | applying one recognized convention consistently?

I Advanced English is not maximum complexity. It is maximum control.
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Final Performance Assessment

This is a learning check, not an official CEFR certification. Use it to identify where your advanced control is stable and where
you still depend on conscious effort.

Task A - Prepared Task B - Unprepared

Create a 3-minute spoken response or 300-word text Answer a new prompt for 2 minutes or write 180 words in

using at least five features from this guide. Revise once. 12 minutes. Then identify three choices you would
improve.

Mastery checklist

* | can punctuate complex sentences without run-ons or accidental comma splices.
« | can distinguish essential from parenthetical information.

* | can use colons, semicolons, dashes, and parentheses for clear purposes.

* | can integrate quotations and editorial marks responsibly.

« | can edit punctuation differently for email, report, essay, and speaking notes.

* | can recognize legitimate style variation and apply one convention consistently.

Dimension 1 - Developing 2 - Reliable C1 control 3 - Flexible C2-like control
Accuracy Frequent repair is needed. Errors are occasional and rarely Control is sustained even with
obscure meaning. complex or compressed
language.
Choice Uses a safe default. Chooses from several effective Chooses deliberately for nuance,
options. tone, rhythm, or implication.
Reformulation Gets stuck when wording fails. Repairs effectively after a pause. Recasts smoothly and precisely

with minimal disruption.

Transfer Uses features only in practiced Transfers them across familiar Transfers them naturally across
topics. advanced contexts. unfamiliar and high-pressure
contexts.
Next step

Do not repeat every unit. Repeat the three units that caused the most hesitation, then retest with a new topic.
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Alignment and Further Study
This workbook uses CEFR as a proficiency framework rather than as a checklist of mandatory language items.

 Council of Europe: Common European Framework of Reference for Languages - Companion Volume (2020).

 English Profile: research on grammar, vocabulary, and learner language across CEFR levels.

» Cambridge English: C1 Advanced and C2 Proficiency handbooks and sample materials.

» Corpus-informed dictionaries: use reputable learner and general dictionaries to verify collocation, register, frequency,
pronunciation, and usage labels.

» Style references: compare conventions across professional, academic, journalistic, and organizational style guides when
punctuation or capitalization varies.

Evidence habit
At C1-C2, dictionary definitions alone are not enough. Check authentic examples, collocations, grammar patterns,
register labels, and how a phrase behaves across different contexts.

Digital Nutrients study principle

Notice -> retrieve -> produce -> revise -> transfer. The goal is not to sound complicated. The goal is to express the exact
meaning you intend, in language appropriate for the audience and situation.
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